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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Wendy Williams Berger, of 
Florida, to be United States District 
Judge for the Middle District of Flor-
ida. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Berger nomination? 

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) and 
the Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAK-
SON). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce the that the 
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET), 
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
BOOKER), the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator from 
California (Ms. HARRIS), the Senator 
from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the 
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), 
and the Senator from Massachusetts 
(Ms. WARREN) are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). Are there any other Senators in 
the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 54, 
nays 37, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 228 Ex.] 

YEAS—54 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Manchin 
McConnell 
McSally 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 

Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—37 

Baldwin 
Blumenthal 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hirono 
Kaine 
King 
Leahy 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 

Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—9 

Bennet 
Booker 
Capito 

Gillibrand 
Harris 
Isakson 

Klobuchar 
Sanders 
Warren 

The nomination was confirmed. 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the next nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Brian C. Buescher, of Ne-
braska, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Nebraska. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Buescher nomination? 

Mr. WICKER. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant bill clerk called 

the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) and 
the Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAK-
SON). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET), 
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
BOOKER), the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator from 
California (Ms. HARRIS), the Senator 
from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the 
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), 
and the Senator from Massachusetts 
(Ms. WARREN) are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 51, 
nays 40, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 229 Ex.] 
YEAS—51 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
McConnell 
McSally 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 

Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—40 

Baldwin 
Blumenthal 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hirono 
Jones 
Kaine 
King 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 

Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—9 

Bennet 
Booker 
Capito 

Gillibrand 
Harris 
Isakson 

Klobuchar 
Sanders 
Warren 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid 
upon the table. The President will be 
immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The Senator from North Dakota. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and 
be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Oregon. 
f 

RECOGNIZING SHELDON WHITE-
HOUSE’S 250TH CLIMATE CHANGE 
SPEECH 

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I 
rise in recognition of a friend and col-
league, Senator SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, 
on this special occasion of his 250th 
speech in his ‘‘Time to Wake up’’ se-
ries, a series of speeches, as far as I 
know, unparalleled in the history of 
the Senate for addressing a major na-
tional issue, a major world issue—the 
issue of carbon pollution and climate 
chaos. 

As we take in a breath of air at this 
very moment, when you are sitting on 
the dais or at one of the desks or sit-
ting on the benches, that breath of air 
contains air very different from the air 
when I was born. The air contains 33 
percent more carbon. This has never 
happened over the lifetime of any indi-
vidual in the history of the human spe-
cies on this planet, and it means big 
changes because every molecule of car-
bon is grabbing heat and holding on to 
it. 

Out in Oregon that means there are 
warmer winters, which is wonderful for 
the pine beetles and bad for the pine 
trees. It means there is a smaller 
snowpack that melts earlier, on aver-
age, resulting in less irrigation water 
for our farmers and ranchers. It also 
means less healthy streams for salmon 
and trout. It means that a lot of the 
carbon will be absorbed into the ocean 
and become carbonic acid, and now we 
have to artificially buffer the Pacific 
Ocean seawater in order for baby oys-
ters to survive. 

The list goes on, but the point is that 
these changes are happening not just in 
my State but all over our country, and 
not just in our country but all over the 
world. Most of these changes have 
manifested themselves within the last 
10 years, that is, when we actually see 
what is happening. Just a couple of 
years ago, the sea stars off the coast of 
Oregon started dying, and off the coast 
of Washington and off the coast of Cali-
fornia. In fact, in some areas they have 
been completely wiped out. The result 
of that is that the blue sea urchins 
have exploded without the sea stars to 
eat them. The result of that is the 
rapid disappearance of big kelp forests 
that harbor thousands of species. Who 
knows what impact that will have on 
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